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ACT Right

Pinellas County Urban League hosted their 41st annual Equal Opportunity Day Gala
Dec. 8 on Clearwater Beach at the Sheraton Sand Key Resort.
L-R, Senator Charlie Crist, PCUL CEO Watson Haynes, PCUL incoming Board Chair
Linda Marcelli and retired Judge Raymond Gross

PCUL celebrates 41
years of empowering
the community
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Serving more than
beverages

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER BEACH –
Hundreds came out to celebrate
41 years of Pinellas County
Urban League’s (PCUL) service
and impact on the community at
their annual Equal Opportunity
Day Gala. Held Dec. 8 at the
Sand Key Resort on Clearwater
Beach, the theme for the
evening was “Yet, Still We

R.I.S.E. (Reach, Invest, Serve,
Empower).”
Senator
Charlie
Crist
brought greetings from the U.S.
House of Representatives, and
took a few moments to encourage the room to get involved in
the community, and of course, to
support the PCUL in any way
possible.
Rev. Kenny Irby, senior pastor of the historic Bethel AME
Church, journalism pioneer and

Da'juh Sawyer and
Tichaana Allen
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

founder of the Men in the Making program, played the role of
master of ceremonies for the
evening. His jaunty brand of
humor kept the night moving.
With the ladies dressed in elegant gowns and the men in
tuxedos, the evening was actually about getting down in the
trenches and lifting up the community.
Founder of I Support Youth
See PCUL, page 7

Weaving unwanted pregnancies
into precious gems of life
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer
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CLEARWATER -- More
than 500 supporters came out
to the Banquet Masters ballroom in Clearwater to the Next
STEPP Center’s 25th Celebration of Life benefit dinner and
program late last month.
With Rev. Dr. Rickey L.
Houston, senior pastor of
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church and Next STEPP board
member, being the master of
ceremonies, the evening was
anointed by God.
Not only were church
groups and community partners present, but there were
also families who have directly
benefited from the organization’s purpose of embracing
and nurturing future young
mothers to choose life for their
newborn as opposed to aborting them.
The Next STEPP Center is
a non-profit Christian organization offering life-affirming solutions to women, men and
families facing unintended
pregnancy and resources to

L-R, Ashley Poole, Carole Alexander, Annette Booze,
Jenny Ricker and Regina Perry
pregnant and parenting women
and families.
Located at 1210 22nd St. S,
in the heart of Midtown, the
center aims to empower
women and men to make life
and lifestyle choices that promote their physical, emotional
and spiritual wellbeing. The
center helps families take the
best next steps for life.

“There have been 60,000
abortions in St. Petersburg
over the last 25 years since
we’ve been operating,” said
Elder Peter Mishler, chairman
of the board of directors,
adding that half of those abortions were performed on
young
African-American
women.

ST. PETERSBURG – After
graduating from Gibbs High
School just a few years ago, two
young Florida A&M University
(FAMU) students began to wonder why there were so few students from St. Pete at their
university.
“One day after class I was saying to Dontriel that I’d been having this initiative on my heart to
do something for kids back
home,” shared Da’juh Sawyer.
“Having the financial means to go
to school, I know how it was for
me,” she added. “To get to college, it was hard financially—my
mom was a single parent.”
“I was told that scholarships
were everywhere…that you
could get one for being lefthanded,” remarked co-founder
Dontriel Fletcher. “But we were
thinking specifically about St.
Pete kids; we wondered why people from St. Pete weren’t going to
college,” he mused, referring to
the abundance of students they
met at FAMU hailing from Miami
and Jacksonville who he said,
“came by the hundreds.”
Sawyer feels exposure and recruitment was sorely lacking during their time at Gibbs High
School; only two of her teachers
and a grandfather who went to
FAMU provided her inspiration.
Neither Sawyer nor Fletcher remembered FAMU—or any colleges at all—coming to recruit at
Gibbs during their year, and
Fletcher only remembers one
school trip to a college.
“I didn’t even know there
were HBCUs (Historically Black
Colleges and Universities) until
12th grade,” Fletcher asserted.
Sawyer, who called herself
“driven,” went through Gibbs’
business program, and still remembered only about four students from her class going off to
college. But in the traditional program, where 99 percent of the
youth were African American,
she couldn’t think of any. “A lot of
them stayed home.”
See MIOF, page 4

See LIFE, page 9

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922
-$0(6%6$1'(5/Ζ1
1(Ζ*+%25+22')$0Ζ/<&(17(5


$)7(5

6&+22/
352*5$0
)5((


/Ζ7(5$&<$1'+257Ζ&8/785(

3URJUDPΖQFOXGHV
+RPHZRUN$VVLVWDQFH
3URMHFW%DVHG/HDUQLQJ
3HUVRQDO'HYHORSPHQW
*LUO6FRXWV
&RGLQJ

1(:+2856
021'$<)5,'$<
3030

3URJUDPΖQFOXGHV

)RU0RUH,QIRUPDWLRQ
ZZZVDQGHUOLQIDPLO\FHQWHURUJ
_QG$YH66W3HWHUVEXUJ)O

6NLOOV%XLOGLQJ
'DLO\6QDFN
$UWVDQG&UDIWV
%DVNHWEDOO
*DUGHQLQJ

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018

COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
Mercy Hospital and its pioneering physicians, part 2
By Gwendolyn Reese
By the fall of 1956, it was quite evident that Mercy Hospital was too small
to serve the growing African-American
community. Renovations to the hospital
added nine rooms, new furnishings, an
X-ray department, new equipment and a
new parking lot.
Dr. James M. Ponder, Mercy’s first
black physician, died on March 4, 1958.
He was a physician in WWI and received a Presidential Citation for “meritorious service in the field of epidemic
medicine,” which prepared him to lead
almost single-handedly a fight against a
smallpox epidemic in south St. Petersburg during the late 1920s.
In 1926, he was appointed city physician for the African-American community. He spearheaded the creation of
Mercy Hospital and a prenatal clinic to
serve its residents. It is said that he
wrote the first prescription for Webb’s
Drug Store. When Dr. Ponder died in
1958, the flag at City Hall was flown at
half-staff during his funeral and a bronze
plaque rests in his memory in the new
wing of Bayfront Medical Center.
In 1960, overcrowding continued
even as the city manager emphasized
the need for expansion. The cost of the
expansion climbed from $1 million to
$1.5 million and eventually $1.7 million.
It was only after an article written by Dr.
Edward Cole, Jr. appeared in the St. Petersburg Times in Feb.1960 that the city
seemed to be ready to spend the $1.7
million needed to expand and improve
the hospital.
The cost continued to escalate, and
by fall of 1960 had risen to $2 million.
The project was delayed, and other locations were being suggested by the city
manager and members of the AfricanAmerican community. It was even sug-

gested that Mercy integrate into Mound
Park Hospital, with a wing in that facility.
However, St. Petersburg maintained
the status quo by continuing to operate
under the Jim Crow policy of segregated hospitals. St. Petersburg along
with Jacksonville, Tampa and Ft. Lauderdale were the only four cities in
Florida still operating segregated hospitals.
During this time, four black physicians and two dentists proposed a boycott of the proposal to continue
operating the segregated hospital calling instead for blacks to be admitted to
Mound Park Hospital instead.
As multiple factions were arguing
the fate of the hospital, the overcrowding continued. The population continued to grow, and there were only five
African-American physicians to serve
the population of about 20,000. The recommended ratio was one doctor per
1,000 people; however, the ratio at
Mercy was one doctor per 4,000 people.
Amid all the turmoil surrounding the
hospital, yet another issue surfaced. Fifteen of the Mercy’s 16 registered nurses
threatened to leave their post in protest
of the city manager’s plan to demote
four black RNs and replace them with
white nurses.
The community united in support of
the nurses and the NAACP conducted a
strategy meeting. The decision to demote the nurses was postponed, and
recommendations were made to improve the quality of services at Mercy.
By late fall of 1960, the mayor
wanted to use the $2 million earmarked
for the expansions at the hospital to be
used for other projects. There seemed
to be little concern for the black resi-

Mercy’s Gray Ladies were volunteers who performed all kinds
of tasks. They answered phones, greeted visitors, fed patients,
ran errands and generally provided assistance.

These licensed practical nurses graduated from the
vocational program at the all-black Gibbs High School in 1952.
In the back row on the right was their instructor Mary Brayboy Jones.
dents in this decision, and there was
even talk of a county hospital to serve
blacks which, would be located at a site
that would be very inconvenient for
most of the city’s’ residents.
In Dec. 1960, the city council voted
to spend the $2 million to build an annex
to Mound Park Hospital with a tunnel
linking the two separate hospitals; however, this plan was met with much opposition. The Mound Park Advisory
Board, the chief of obstetrics and gynecology, the Mound Park Civic Association and several white physicians all
went on record opposing the plan.
The reasons varied from it would
“depreciate the value of the property
and destroy our cherished way of life” to
Mound Park “gradually becoming a
charity institution.” On Feb. 19, 1961,
the Mound Park Civic Association submitted 14, 721 signatures opposing the
annexation. Surprisingly, on Feb. 23,
1961, in a private meeting, the decision
was made to integrate Mound Park Hospital.
Two days later on Feb. 25, 1961, my
childhood seamstress, Mrs. Altamease
Chapman was admitted to the hospital
by her physician Dr. Fred Alsup. With
the admission of Mrs. Chapman,
Mound Park Hospital was no longer
segregated. This was not the first time a
black person received treatment at
Mound Park, for black patients had
been treated there in secret and returned to Mercy without ever being admitted.
In May 1961, the city council voted
to spend $700,000 for additions and improvements to Mercy. By Nov., the
budget was $850,000, and construction
was expected to take a year. The completion date was set for April 22, 1963.

W E E NCOURAGE L ETTERS

TO THE

Mercy had grown from a five-room
wood cottage to what was considered a
showplace, a modern medical facility
with much-needed improvements and
additional staff.
Even with the expansion and renovations, Mercy Hospital continued to operate at a deficit and in 1964, the hospital
was expected to have an operating loss
of almost $400,000. The city started
looking for ways to divest itself of the financially floundering hospital.
Several options were considered including an emphysema hospital and a
skilled nursing home. In Sept.1965, the
hospital administrator closed the emergency and operating rooms and transferred some staff from Mercy to Mound
Park.
On April 13, 1966, after 43 years,
Mercy Hospital closed. The patients and
staff were transferred to Mound Park.
The physicians continued with their private practice while holding staff privileges at other hospitals.
Dr. Ralph Wimbish died in Dec.
1967; Dr. Eugene Rose in Sept.1982. Dr.
Breaux Martin died in Ohio in May
1986, two months later Dr. Harry Taliaferro died followed by Dr. Orion Ayer in
April 1998. Dr. Fred Alsup, the last of the
pioneering physicians, passed away in
April 2002. Mercy’s pioneering physicians were gone, and with them, an era
ended.
Acknowledgment: Thanks to Lynn
M. Holman and Thomas Reilly for helping to preserve the history of Mercy
Hospital with the publication, “St. Petersburg’s Mercy Hospital: A History of
Caring” and the Historic Mercy Hospital
Gallery at Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health
Center. I relied heavily on their publication as a source.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

Through Our Eyes:
Midtown and Beyond

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

New paid job training and
internship program at SPC!
St. Petersburg College (SPC) recently formed a partnership with the
nationwide organization Year Up.
The mission of Year Up is to close
the opportunity divide by providing
urban young adults with the skills,
experience and support that will empower them to reach their potential
through professional careers and
higher education.
This program provides young
adults between the ages of 18-24 a
unique opportunity to join a highly
selective, paid, one-year business or
technology training program at SPC
Midtown.
If you know any young adults
who may be interested in this program, Year Up staff members eagerly await your call. Openings for
the spring semester are filling up
quickly! Here are a few details about
the program:
• In just one year, you can jumpstart your career by participating in
six-months of PAID intensive training and a six-month paid corporate

internship in the Tampa Bay area
• Students will intern with companies like Raymond James and
Bank of America
• Students will acquire in-demand technical skills and soft skills
such as public speaking, networking
and interviewing
• Graduates earn an average
starting salary of $32,000 per year
For more information, please
contact the Year Up Recruitment
Manager
La’Kesha
O’Neal
at LOneal@yearup.org or 813-5977728. To apply, log on to
www.yearup.org/apply.
Now accepting applications for
classes starting in Feb. 2019! Look
for Year Up at:
www.yearup.org
www.facebook.com/yearup
www.twitter.com/yearup
www.youtube.com/yearupinc
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

Join us for the annual exhibit of work by multimedia
journalism scholars from Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins
Middle and Lakewood High schools at Studio@620,
620 First Ave. S, St. Petersburg
Opening night: Friday, Jan. 11 from 5-8 p.m.
Poetry Slam and Second Saturday Artwalk:
Saturday, Jan. 12 from 5-8 p.m.
Taste of Midtown and Beyond:
Wednesday, Jan. 16 from 5-8 p.m.
The Studio@620 has showcased scholars’ work in an annual exhibit at
the gallery since 2004.
Free Admission
The program immerses students K-12 in multimedia journalism
training and results in this wonderful annual student exhibition. There
will be an opportunity to get an actual taste of Midtown highlighting
area restaurants in the Midtown community in addition to the visual and
multi-media journalistic exhibition.

Presented in partnership with the Centers for Journalism and Multimedia
at Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins Middle and Lakewood High, Pinellas
County Schools.

Welcome to the
Furniture Gallery!

You’ve got options:
1. Buy now & take it home
2. We can hold up to 72hrs
3. We can Delivery for only $30!
Multiple items at no extra charge. Must be
in South Pinellas area (south of Ulmerton
Road). Some exclusions apply such as
oversized/overweight items which will be
marked and provide more details.
Shopping and donating here helps local
people in need.
New Business Hours
Shop Later on Thursdays and Saturdays
Monday—Wednesday: 10-6 p.m.
Thursday: 11:30-7 p.m.
Friday: 10-6 p.m.
Saturday: 11:30-7 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
Did you know that we are an accredited 501c non-profit? We provide food, shelter, clothes, and even furniture to
local families and veterans. Our goal is to end poverty and suffering right here in our neighborhoods. We accept
drive thru donations in back of the store and also pick up furniture from your home—(2 large pieces as a minimum)
- please see an associate for details.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A birthday party to remember
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

CLEARWATER
–
CiCi’s Pizza on McMullen
Booth Rd. may never be the
same after the birthday invasion of Jakhari and Javanni Jones. The brother
and sister team celebrated
their 11th and eighth birthday respectively last month,
and both had a ton of fun.
To the delight of Javanni, the unicorn decoration, party music along
with her nana, Sandy
Jones, family and friends
declared that this was the
best birthday party ever.
She smiled and smiled at
the satisfied looks on partygoer’s faces.
Jakhari, who has never
met a moment that he
didn’t enjoy, made sure that
there would be life at this
party. He danced, joked
and aggravated his sister,
all in good fun.
The siblings chose to
have the event at CiCi’s be-

cause of the variety of
games and the high probability of fun provided by Entertainment Unlimited, the
game sponsors for CiCi’s
Pizza. And having a wild
party with no clean up afterward made the pizza
buffet a top choice for parents Jareese and Avetta
Jones also.
In typical 11-year-old
boy’s fashion, the young
men filled the party room
with excitement from blowing streamers to making
excessive noise, sending
them into uncontrollable
laughter. Javanni and her
eight-year-old girl crew
were more subdued with
their entertainment.
As the well-wishers
sang happy birthday,
Jakhari swayed to the tune
of the song. They each had
their own birthday cake
and chose to blow out the
candles separately. Javanni
gracefully blew out her
candles on her cake while

Jakhari made a spectacle of
the act. He is a real show!
“It’s important to have
birthday celebrations to acknowledge the life and the
spirit of the one whose
birthday we’re celebrating,” said Avetta Jones, the
sibling’s mother.
Their grandfather, Ken
Jones, who is an economic
development manager with
Hillsborough County Government, shared that it is
essential to celebrate the
little ones so that they
know their value and can
see the love that others
have for them by acknowledging their life and their
place on this earth.
The day took Jakhari’s
mind off the disappointment he’d suffered not
long ago. He had been selected to play in a Little
League Football All-Star
game, but because of a foot
injury, he was unable to
participate.
“I was so happy at first

when I got accepted. Then
when I got home, I was
playing football and got
tackled from behind. I
heard it pop and it hurt really bad.”
The injury required a
cast on Jakhari’s foot, but
more painfully, it kept him
out of the All-Star game.
Jakhari is a fifth-grade
honor student at Midtown
Academy. He played football for St. Pete Lil’ Devils,
Varsity Mighty Mites staring as a linebacker and
running back. Javanni is in
the second grade and an
honor student at Bay Point
Elementary who enjoys
cheerleading for the St.
Pete Lil’ Devils.
As brother and sister
sharing their birthday
party together, CiCi’s Pizza
may never be the same. It
was a birthday party to remember.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
Jakhari (below) and Javanni (above) Jones
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MIOF encourages students to attend FAMU
MIOF, from front page

Fletcher added, “A lot
of people ended up getting
pregnant and working two
jobs. People don’t aspire
to go to college in St. Pete.
They just think I graduated from high school,
that’s it.” He observed
that the ones that go to
college usually go to play
sports.
On Nov. 29, 2017,
Sawyer and Fletcher
started The Make It Out
Foundation (MIOF) with
a mission to serve and enhance the lives of students
in the St. Petersburg community by providing financial assistance to those
attending FAMU.
The initial goal for
their first year was to raise
$300, but using various social media outlets (Facebook,
Twitter
and
Instagram) the organization was able to raise
$1,200 and were able to
award seven students with
almost $200 each in scholarship money for the 2017-

18 school year.
In the organization’s
second year, they awarded
eight Pinellas County students $500 scholarships,
including seven first-year
students and one professional law student.
Today, Sawyer and
Fletcher are both FAMU
grads and are excited
about the progress they’ve
made. After formally incorporating as a 501c (3)
organization a year ago,
they are committed to
growth and long-term sustainability. In addition to
raising funds for scholarships, they are also involved in community
outreach and mentorship
programs.
MIOF is providing opportunities for incoming
freshmen, graduate-level
students and transfer students from the St. Pete
area who demonstrate academic success and intend on pursuing a
post-secondary education

Da’juh Sawyer, Kamryn Marshall2017-2018 scholarship recipient,
Dontreal Fletcher - Make It Out Co-Founder
at FAMU. They also conduct a College Back-toSchool Drive that provides
dormitory essentials.
MIOF members believe that giving back to
our community provides a
virtuous cycle that advances everyone’s success.
On Saturday, Jan. 5
from 11:30-1:30 p.m.,
MIOF is celebrating their
“1 Year Anniversary
Event” at the Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S,

2017-2018 scholarship recipients Passion Wells, Jaleah Polk, Alexis
Valentine, Dajuh Sawyer, Cynthia McClaurin, Dontreal Fletcher, Marissa
Stubbs, Kamryn Marshall, Erianna Reddixv

St. Pete. Tickets are on
sale for $15. All proceeds
will assist MIOF to continue its community outreach.
Purchase tickets by
visiting www.eventbrite.co
m and searching “The
Make it Out Foundation.”
For more information,
visit
them
at
Facebook.com/themakeitoutfoundation.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

2018-2019 scholarship recipients, Arianna Bell, JaySe McKnight,
Christopher Keith, Cebrina Douse, Ericka Murphy, Desurae Pittman,
Christopher Washington In the front, Malachi Johnson, Don
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COMMUNITY NEWS
ACT Right organizes toy drive
for hurricane-impacted
Panhandle families
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BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
In Oct., ACT Right and
members of the St. Pete
community reached out
helping hands to aid families in the tiny towns of
Malone, Fla., and Donalsonville, Ga., after Hurricane Michael wreaked
havoc on a reported
300,000 homes and businesses in the Panhandle.
While the water and
electric are back on, the
website Crisis Cleanup
still shows more than
18,000 incidents of Panhandle homes still needing aid with damage
ranging from downed
trees to debris removal.
In the Malone, Fla., and
Donalsonville, Ga., area,
the crisis map shows
more than 2,000 families
with yet-resolved issues
and incidents – families
that still need aid.
Tony Macon, owner of
Esquire Barber Shop and
founder of ACT Right,
traveled to the Panhandle
and saw the devastation
first hand. Thanks to the
south St. Pete community,
ACT Right and Macon
were able to take a trailer
load of food, toiletries,
paper towels and clothes
to impacted residents
after the hurricane.
Now, ACT Right is responding to the needs of
families as the Christmas
holiday approaches – families whose lives and
homes have been upended with the expense of

Publix groceries
o
dellivered
right to your door.
First delivery free!

Tony Macon, ACT Right founder
property repairs, families
who need help to bring
the Christmas spirit to
their children.
“I’m going back to the
area to take toys and
school supplies…I don’t
really believe in holidays,
but kids do,” Macon asserted, adding that he
also feels that it’s vital for
kids to have educational
tools when school starts
up in Jan. – supplies that
strapped budgets may not
be able to provide.
“With a disaster like
that, it’s going to be a slow
process, and as bad as it
was, it’s going to be a long
time before people can
get their lives straightened back out,” he explained.
ACT Right is now accepting toys and school

supplies at Esquire Barbershop, 1125 22nd St. S,
St. Petersburg, from 8:306:30 p.m. on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays (shop
is closed on Wednesdays
and Sundays).
Saturday, Dec. 22 is
the last day to donate.
Macon wanted people
to consider the need of
the families they’d be
helping through donating.
“It’s a blessing to give
rather than receive, and
we have families that
need to receive from our
hearts at this time.”
You can also reach
Macon at (727) 542-2189.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Holiday Party
Friday, December 28, 2018
8:00 pm to Midnight
Tickets $20.00 • Cash Bar - BYOF
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water
Music by DJ NRW of Tampa

Gulfport Casino
Ballroom
5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707

WE ENCOURAGE
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR!

For tickets and information, call
Mary Allen (727) 327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams (727) 501-6552
Major Macon (727) 643-6506

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
10th-grade student earns college
reading status
ST. PETERSBURG –
Congratulations are in
order for Amari Nash
who challenged herself to
pass the Ready to Read
series in her 10th-grade
reading class at Lakewood High School. Her
score of 100 percent
earned her the position of
being the first in Pinellas
County to achieve “college level” in reading.
This young lady now
has a 159 percent rating in
her reading class. In addition, she is currently on
the honor roll with five As
and three Bs.
A representative from
the school board came to
Lakewood High School to
announce Amari’s accomplishment in front of her
classmates. She was rewarded with a huge prize
for her hard work.
This accomplishment
is a proud moment for
Amari and her family.
Way to go Amari! Shine
like the star you are. You
are a black girl that rocks!

Amari Nash

All are invited to the NAACP’s
annual meeting Dec. 18
Dear Editor:
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP has
ended 2018 continuing to
manage the mission of
the NAACP, which is to
ensure the political, educational, social and economic equality of rights
of all persons and to eliminate race-based discrimination.
The work is not for
the faint of heart. During
this past year, the leadership and the general
membership of the St.
Pete
Branch
have
pushed forward with a
clearly defined focus on
the social and economic
issues that continue to
plague Africans within St.
Petersburg.
In Jan., we celebrated
the legacy of African people by hosting our annual
Emancipation Proclamation Service at Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church. We also hosted
our very successful Freedom Fund Celebration
under a tent with more
than 600 guests present.
The majority of the
advocacy work this year
has been focused on education as evidenced of

the work to build a coalition of community stakeholders around what the
branch has called a major
civil rights issue—the
lack of black students
passing the Florida State
Assessment. This is in
part because many of our
babies can’t read with understanding.
Midterm elections
and the need to educate
our community on the
referendums, host candidate forums and register
voters in conjunction
with other stakeholders
became the center of the
work in preparation for
last election cycle.
The community was
in an uproar at how the
military-style enforcement by the St. Petersburg Police Department
overshadowed the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Celebration. The community coordination committee has spent months
meeting and talking with
city council members
and the community, seeking a resolution to ensure
that 2019 is not a repeat
of this year.
The NAACP heard
the cries, and in spite of

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her menu
The question of
“What do you want to do”
can be a dangerous one.
It can be likened to trying to order a full-course
meal from an appetizer
menu. While committing
to reaching goals provides focus, it can also be
restrictive if you are not
careful.
Life, at times, provides opportunities to increase your vision via the
insight of others— sometimes strangers—that
can see the potential you
have yet to explore. Why
not, at least, consider the
full menu?
Meet Dawn Michelle
Staley, a basketball Hall
of Fame player and
coach, and a three-time
Olympic gold medalist.
Born May 4, 1970, Staley
has numerous accolades.
After graduating from

the University of Virginia, she played basketball
professionally
overseas in the American
Basketball League, as
well as in the WNBA. On
March 10, 2017, Staley
was named head coach of
USA national team.
While playing in the
WNBA, Staley was recruited by Temple University’s athletic director
to coach its women’s basketball team. At the time,
she was not shy about letting him know that she
was not interested. He
saw a “coach” in her,
even when she did not.
After being challenged by friends, Staley
took the coaching job at
Temple. Six years later,
she led its program to six
NCAA
tournaments,
three regular-season conference championships

St. Pete’s winter camps are coming
ST. PETERSBURG —
Get ready for two weeks
of fun activities for your
children during Pinellas
County School’s winter
break at St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation Department’s winter camps.
The camps will take place
Monday, Dec. 24 through
Friday, Jan. 4, 2019, from
7:30-5:30 p.m. at 11 recreation center locations and
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve.
The Parks and Recreation Department offers
the following winter
camps:
• Elementar y and
middle
school
camps are offered to children in kindergarten to
eighth grade where they
can enjoy full-days of
games, sports, arts and
crafts, special events and
field trips.
Camp fee is $72 per
week for two weeks. Extended care is offered
from 7-7:30 a.m. and 5:306 p.m. for an extra $5 per
week. Fee assistance is
available for qualified city
residents. Snacks are included, but lunch is not
provided. Space is limited.
• Nature camps are
offered during the winter
break at Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve for children
ages three to 13.
• Sprouts Camp, for
children ages three to
four,
allows
young
campers to enjoy nature
through stories, songs,
games and crafts. The
camp is offered in two-

week sessions from 9 a.m.
to noon. Week one runs
Dec. 26-28 for $40, and
week two runs Dec. 31
and Jan. 2-4 for $50.
• Young Naturalist
Camp, for children ages
five to six, focuses on nature and science through
exciting activities that include hikes, games and
studies of plants and animals. The camp is offered
from Dec. 31 and Jan. 2-4
from 9-4 p.m. for $100 for
the week. Extended care
is available from 8-9 a.m.
and 4-5 p.m. for $20 for the
week.
• Wild Explorers
Camp, for children ages
five to 11, gives campers
the opportunity to explore
the natural wonder of
Florida with hands-on activities. The camp is offered
in
two-week
sessions from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Week one runs Dec.
26-28 for $80, and week
two runs Dec. 31 and Jan.
2-4 for $100. Extended
care is available from 8 to
9 a.m. and 4 to 5 p.m. for
week one at $15 for the
week and for week two at

$20 for the week.
• Pioneer Camp, for
children ages seven to 13,
allows campers to experience a time when family,
friendship and character
were as important as food,
water and shelter. The
camp is offered in twoweek sessions from 9-4
p.m. Week one runs Dec.
26-28 for $80, and week
two runs Dec. 31 and Jan.
2-4 for $100. Extended
care is available from 8-9
a.m. and 4-5 p.m. for $20
for the week.
The city’s very popular camp programs are designed to give youth a fun,
engaging and memorable
experience while school is
out. All camps provide
creative activities conducted by well-trained
staff. Indoor and outdoor
activities and special
events are sure to keep
children entertained.
For more information
about the St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation Department’s seasonal camps,
visit www.stpeteparksrec.or
g/camps or contact (727)
893-7441.

the numbers that showed
up to voice their anger, it
has been the St. Petersburg Branch NAACP
that has remained steadfast in the battle to ensure that the celebration
we hold in honor of Dr.
King is worthy of the
legacy he left.
To hear more about
our accomplishments,
challenges and plans for
2019, please plan to attend the
St. Petersburg
Branch
NAACP’s annual meeting
next Tuesday, Dec. 18 at
6:30 p.m. at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S.
Maria L. Scruggs,
President, St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP

and four conference tournament titles. Other
schools were watching.
In 2008, Staley was
named the University of
South Carolina women’s
head basketball coach.
She took its losing program to a national number
one ranking in 2014. So
far, Staley has led South
Carolina to four SEC regular season championships,
four SEC tournament
championships, six Sweet
16s, two Final Fours and
the program’s first NCAA
Women’s Basketball National Championship in
2017.
Staley could have ordered the house special,
but instead, she now considers the full menu. By
doing so, she is using her
platform to maximize opportunities for others —
both on the court and
along the sidelines. Staley speaks about issues
that are whispered.
One such issue is the
lack of black female basketball coaches. During a
discussion with four
other coaches on The
Players’ Tribune media

outlet, she said. “It was
popular maybe 10 years
ago to hire a black coach.
And then, if you fast forward 10 years it’s no
longer popular. It’s mindboggling to me.”
Such trends are not
limited to basketball, yet
finding dialogue about
them seems far from
trendy. If, however, people were courageous
enough to address these
challenges, diversity and
inclusion
could
be
achieved and maintained.
In that same discussion, she said, “The
biggest challenge [at
University of South Carolina] that you face is
other people’s perception...and you are stuck
with fighting against a
history.”
That experience is a
shared one that crosses
professional industries
and many times personal
lives. Imagine, fighting
against a history while
pursuing progress. It can
be difficult, especially
without a steadfast,
trusted support system.
In preparing for op-

portunities, especially
when entering spaces
with limited or no racial
or gender diversity, some
believe “dressing the
part” will help in gaining
entrance and access. It
may, but Staley provides
deeper awareness.
“It’s a tough position
to be in,” she says, “because you look differently than who is sitting
across the desk. And you
can “look the part”; You
can dress the part, but
you are still at a disadvantage. When you are at a
predominantly white university, a lot of times people don’t know how to
work with you. You can
be intimidating to some
people and all you’re trying to do is carve out a
space in which you can
be successful.”
Staley offers the following advice:
“...it’s about being
you. I’m not going to be
anybody else but me...I’m
just going to be as honest
as I can be, and hopefully
people respect honesty.”
Do you respect honesty?

Staley was raised in a
tough part of North
Philadelphia. Like so
many others regardless
of race and gender, all
she wanted was an opportunity. Along the way,
Staley said, “You have to
be prepared for a lot of
‘noes’ and you can’t stop
because it’s a ‘no.’ You
just have to figure out a
way to get them to say
‘huh,’ not ‘yes,’ but ‘huh.’”
That is what is on her
menu. Are you ready to
place an order?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg coffee house serves more than warm beverages
BY MICHAEL MOORE JR.
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
Coffee shops aren’t always
just about tasty espressos
and café mochas.
Sometimes
they’re
about the people tucked
away behind the counter
diligently whipping up the
Frappuccinos, and more
importantly, serving the
community who drinks
them.
At south St. Petersburg’s Moondust Coffee,
that’s owner Dan Edwards.
A real estate agent when
he’s not moonlighting as a
barista, Edwards opened
the shop that sits at 2321
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
St. almost three and a half
years ago with a simple
enough goal in mind: give
community members a
place where they can grab
a cup of coffee.
“There aren’t a lot of
coffee shops in the area,
and I just thought the people in the neighborhood
could use a good cup of
coffee,” said Edwards, who
used to make the trip
downtown to Starbucks.
But Moondust Coffee
goes back farther than the
little shop that sits on the
edge of the MLK Business
District.
“It started with a website in 2001 as an online
concept where, depending
on your birth date or your
zodiac sign, a specific type
of bean was selected for
you,” Edwards explained.

“And it was supposed to
boost your zodiac powers
and stuff like that. So I created the bags and put them
up on the internet, and it’s
been there ever since.”
When the space next to
the Meat House of St. Pete
on MLK Street became
available, he seized the opportunity by transforming
the “online concept” with
the addition of a brick and
mortar coffee shop.
In that same space,
which was once a laundromat or an office depending
on who you ask, there are
now computers, fax and
copy machines available for
community members to
use after paying a small fee.
Paintings by Edwards
adorn the walls and are for
sale. Other than coffee,
they offer ice cream,
smoothies and sandwiches.
But some of their best
services aren’t on the
menu.
The coffee shop also
hosts community events
and more recently began
offering weekly meetups
and classes on various topics. “Live the life you’ve always imagined,” one flyer
reads. “We feed your mind
and your belly.”
Each day is a different
topic.
On Monday is the
“Real Estate Investing
Club/Network.” Tuesday
is all about the stock market, and Wednesday’s club
focuses on social media
marketing. The week is
rounded out by a “Credit

Repair Class” on Thursday
and a club about multiple
streams of income on Friday. Saturday is reserved
for an Open Mic Poetry
Contest that offers a $150
prize to the winner, provided that at least 20 people attend.
Each class and club
meetup runs from 8-10
p.m. and has a $25 fee.
There are 20 seats available, with spots needing to
be reserved in advance. A
warm meal and beverage
are provided to all participants.
The classes aren’t
taught by professors, but
rather are subjects Edwards has some level of expertise in or wants to learn
about further. He aims to
collect a group of likeminded individuals together on a weekly basis
that is looking to improve
themselves and learn new
skills.
He wants to see Moondust Coffee continue to
grow as a gathering spot
and resource for the community.
“I want to get people in
here and start a small network where we share our

services with each other,
go and make friends, shoot
videos and promote ourselves so that whenever
someone is offering a service or has an event, people
in the community can use
those services to solve
their problems,” Edwards
said.
So far, Edwards has
seen mixed results. The
first few weeks of running
the classes were a success
– though he credits much
of that to his sister and her
network of friends being in
town from Washington,
D.C. Since then, attendance hasn’t been as high.
He isn’t always at the
coffee shop. He funds the
business through his endeavors in real estate,
which take up a lot of his
time. While Moondust
Coffee is generally open
Monday through Sunday 7
a.m. to 10 p.m., Edwards
says that if you really have
your heart set on a cup of
coffee, it might be best to
call in advance because
sometimes he does have to
close the shop to attend to
other business.
The future of the coffee
shop is uncertain. Accord-

ing to Edwards, his lease
will likely not be renewed
when it is up in a year and
a half due to concerns with
parking. If forced to move,
he hopes to continue the
enterprise elsewhere.
The coffee shop is used
to facing its fair share of
obstacles and setbacks.
When he first moved
into the space, the garbage
can was stationed on the
wrong side of the building
near the door, and when
deliveries were made to
the plaza boxes, they were
unloaded right in front of
the coffee shop, often
blocking the entrance.
The city hasn’t always
been the most helpful either, according to Edwards. He said that large
potholes, which sit at one
of the main exits from the
plaza, have been there for
months with minimal attention from the city.
“I tried to get them to
come and pave the alleyway so that if someone is
sitting out there and having a cup of coffee, the
stone dust wouldn’t blow
up in their coffee.”
Edwards said he

waited close to nine
months for the city just to
fill the hole with crushed
gravel, and “after a couple
of rain storms later, it just
went right back to being
potholes.”
In the past when someone decided not to sell him
a property because they
“didn’t think he was serious,” he went ahead and
purchased it from the
eventual buyer.
When he started
Moondust Coffee and was
told by a community member that “black people
don’t drink coffee,” he didn’t let that stop him either.
“I thought that was
ridiculous. It energized me
and kind of stuck with me,
and so I finished the project,” Edwards said.
That project is still
serving the community,
one espresso, mind and
belly at a time.
Michael Moore Jr. is a
student reporter in the
Neighborhood News Bureau
of the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg. Visit
www.nnbnews.com
for
more info.

strengthen the community
through organic collective
action and Jennie Henry,
who seeks to be a voice of
those who are deliberately
silenced and preferably unheard.
Walker, 94, said in his
36 years of being an educator, he’s most proud of
“never allowing a student
to fail in my class.”
He passed the torch on
to Michael Shorter, who
rises to be the voice for equity in education of the disadvantaged
and
underserved communities;
Rafael Robinson, who is
striving to give insight and
speak truth to the powerful
on behalf of those who the
powerful will never hear
and Kristopher McClendon, who is seeking to
transform the perspective
and image of south St. Pete

with institution of moral excellence.
“With the torchbearers,
they risked their lives to
make change,” said PCUL
incoming Board Chair and
Linda Marcelli. “You see
the emerging leaders
begin to come out and pick
up that torch, and it’s so
critical to keep that chain
flowing and growing.
That’s what the Urban
League does.”
Marcelli went down a
laundry list of PCUL programs that were created to
help people moved to the
next level in life such as the
Summer Training In Youth
Leadership & Employment
(STYLE) and the National
Urban League Incentives
To Excel & Succeed
(NULITES) programs.
This year’s President’s
Award was given to Pastor

Louis Murphy Sr. of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church for his
unwavering focus on effective community change,
which has placed Mt. Zion
on the leading edge of economic and spiritual renewal in the city’s most
improvised areas.
The Chairman’s Award
was presented to former
Pinellas County Administrator Mark Woodard. During his tenure, he helped
usher in the South St. Petersburg Redevelopment
Community Area. In the
near future, he also plans to
join the PCUL in some capacity.
To learn more about
the Pinellas County Urban
League and their programs,
log
on
to
www.pcul.org.

Yet, Still We R.I.S.E. (Reach, Invest, Serve, Empower)
PCUL, from front page

Lewis Stephens was on
hand to ask for more community involvement. Growing up in a low-poverty
area, or the “hood” as he
called it, he is a walking testimonial of what a few concerned citizens can do to
uplift those in need.
“I’ve had the privilege
of starting a foundation and
working with young people
every day. Going inside the
courtrooms, dealing with
kids who don’t know when
they are going to eat next,”
he said, adding that his
grandfather raised him because both of his parents
were on drugs.
Lewis asserted that seeing leaders in the community such as Pinellas
County
Commissioner
Kenneth Welch and Youth
Pastor Shawn Thomas
helped him not to become

Rev. Kenny
Irby

a statistic.
“We are dealing with a
generation that’s sitting in
the dark and they are looking for someone to light the
candle and show them the
way,” he said. “The only
thing I want to ask you
tonight is will you light the
candle to show these
young people the way?”
Lewis’ words were a
perfect segue to two community legends that were
there to speak to the next
generations of leaders.
“Tonight we would like
to pay respect to legends,
torchbearers and community advocates who have
unselfishly lived a lifetime
of service to improve the
community we serve,”
stated PCUL President &
CEO Watson Haynes.
Winnie Foster and
Mordecai Walker were on

Lewis
Stephens

Mordecai
Walker

hand to pass the torch to
the inaugural class of the
2020 Plan Emerging Leaders.
Foster, 91, has been a
community activist ever
since she arrived in St.
Pete. She was part of the
team that helped get James
B. Sanderlin elected as
Pinellas County’s first
African-American judge.
She encouraged the
next generation of female
leaders to read, seek information and the truth; to be
curious, ask questions,
question authority, listen,
have fun and enjoy the
journey.
Foster handed the
torch off to Dorian Johnson, who is striving to be an
advocate for the youth
through mentorship and
education; Mhariel Summers, who rises to

Rafael
Robinson

Michael
Shorter

Rev. Louis
Murphy

Mark
Woodard

Winnie Foster
passing the
torch on to
Dorian
Johnson,
Mhariel
Summers
and
Jennie
Henry
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Ice skate the waterfront
ST. PETERSBURG –
For the first time, the City
of St. Petersburg will have
ice skating at the downtown waterfront as part of
Holidays in the Sunshine
City.
“I am incredibly excited to bring ice skating
to our downtown for the
first time,” said Mayor
Rick Kriseman. “I hope
that everyone has the opportunity to participate in
this fun, festive experience. I want to thank our
Parks & Recreation team
for making this possible.”
Beginning Saturday,
Dec. 15, you can ice skate
in Albert Whitted Park,
480 Bayshore Drive NE.
Sessions are $10 for an
hour and include ice skate
rental. Bring your own
socks, or you can purchase socks at the ice skating rink for two dollars a
pair.
“This gives the community an opportunity to
experience a winter activity that we don’t normally
get the chance to experience in Florida, and the
Parks and Recreation Department works hard to
bring new experiences at

On the Scene
with Faye

BY FAYE TIPPY

Start of Christmas season
in St. Pete
free or affordable rates for
the St. Pete community to
enjoy,” said Mike Jefferis,
Leisure Services Administrator for the City of St. Petersburg.
• Session dates and
times are as follows and
are first come, first served:
• Sessions on Dec. 15
and 16, Dec. 22 and 23,
Dec. 26 through Dec. 30
and Jan. 1 through Jan. 7
are from 1-9:30 p.m. The
first session starts at 1
p.m., and the last session
begins at 8:30 p.m.
• Sessions on Dec. 17
through Dec. 21 are from
6 to 9:30 p.m. The first session begins at 6 p.m., and
the last session begins at
8:30 p.m.

Sessions on Dec. 24
and Dec. 31 are from 1 to
7 p.m. The first session begins at 1 p.m., and the last
session begins at 6 p.m.
Ice skating is closed on
Dec. 25. For a detailed list
of sessions for ice skating
dates listed above, please
visit
www.stpeteparksrec.org/holidayevents or
contact the St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation Department at (727) 8937441.
The holiday festivity is
sponsored by the St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation Department and the
City of St. Petersburg and
is part of the Holidays in
the Sunshine City event.

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

I love the Christmas season. The
movies, the carols, the pageants, the
decorations!
This year, my daughter surprised
me with a surprise visit to celebrate
my birthday and to start the Christmas season together—Florida style.
Growing up in the Midwest, I’ve had
my share of white Christmases.
I am definitely flexible. Traditions
can be adjusted, particularly when
you have the benefit of warm weather.
My daughter lives in Denver, so she
was looking forward to a change.
Florida’s Christmas lights on palm
trees with decorated boats at the marina were just some of the sights.
Strolling along Beach Drive on the
waterfront, there are creative holiday
lights and decorations everywhere.
Having just spent Thanksgiving in
Chicago, I was curious to see how
sunny St. Pete could transform itself
into a winter wonderland.
We started out at the Museum of
Fine Arts (MFA), which traditionally
celebrates the season with a holiday
tree placed in the Great Hall of the
museum. You can watch the tree lighting and enjoy free admission to their
Collection Galleries. Refreshments
and live Christmas music also are also
part of the festivities.
This year, however, a new tradition
was started. MFA commissioned
renowned Tampa sculptor Dominique
Labauvie to create an original site-specific design for this year’s celebration.
Unveiled for the first time, he created
a holiday design for the tree as well as
custom ornaments.
His work focused on the idea of
the Great Hall as the centerpiece and
hearth of the museum—a place to
congregate, share experiences and to
connect. Labauvie got his inspiration

from the holly leaf, a symbol of life
and protection across many cultures.
“We were thrilled to start a new
tradition at the museum with our Holiday Open House and tree lighting,”
explained MFA Executive Director
Kristen A. Shepherd. “Sharing the unveiling of Dominique’s Labouvie’s installation with the hundreds of
members in our community was a
special moment and an exciting way
to start the holiday season.”
Friday we checked out lights and
trees in North Straub Park, the Vinoy
and at Sundial. Saturday we kicked off
the day again in the park. It was transformed into the Snowfest. This I had
to see.
The St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation Department created more
than 65 tons of snow to bring a winter
wonderland to life in the Sunshine
City. Needless to say, there were very
long lines for toboggan slides.
Family-friendly activities darted
the park such as karaoke, an art tent,
a Santa Village, reindeer races and a
rock climbing wall. There were activities for the both young and old, not to
mention food trucks with delicious
greasy fare.
Bayyiyah Sadiki and her grandchildren are always excited this time
of year.
“We start the season off here
every year. In addition to the Christmas activities, this is a great location
for Christmas Movies in the Park,
watching the boats in the marina and
tree climbing. We all get to enjoy,” she
said.
Keeping it simple and sharing experiences is a good start to the Christmas season.
To reach Faye Tippy, email
ftippy@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating 25 years of saving lives
LIFE, from front page

The disparity became
crystal clear when Mishler said that African
Americans only make up
11 percent of the city’s entire population.
“The abortion industry has targeted African
Americans since its inception,” he said.
According to Chief
Executive Officer Carole
Alexander, Florida does
not keep figures on abortions by race any more.
However, she revealed
that the national rate of
abortions for African
Americans was 50 percent at one point, but has
dropped off to 40 percent.
“There is improvement, but still that’s way
too high,” said Alexander.
The Next STEPP Center consists of organizations
that
provide
resources such as prenatal care, pre-parental
counseling
for
the
mother, father and grandparents, clothing and
food and job referral
services.
Next STEPP’s determination to help young
mothers and fathers
chose life for their child is
anchored in the belief
that every human life has
purpose, meaning and
the potential to contribute
to making the world a
better place. The task of
getting the young mother
and father, as well as both
sets of grandparents, to

step up and accept responsibilities equally is a
challenge, but it can be
done.
For example, Alexander had a 16-year-old
client who had been told
she would never amount
to anything. She stopped
by the center to get a
pregnancy test and broke
down when she heard the
results.
The young lady told
her boyfriend, and he
suggested getting an
abortion.
Alexander said Next
STEPP talked to the
young woman about options other than abortion
such as partnering and
adoption.
Even though Alexander treated the situation
with compassion, the
client went through a
rough period, especially
when the center informed the girl’s mother
of the situation.
The client’s mother
was in shock. She wanted
her daughter to have an
abortion, saying she
couldn’t take care of any
more children.
“The
mom
just
needed to get over the
shock,” said Alexander,
noting that her client’s
mother and boyfriend
came around and turned
a bad situation into a positive nurturing environment for the child.
The Next STEPP Cen-

ter changed the client’s
focus on life and her outlook at school. She became more determined
and focused since she became responsible for another life.
“The once teenaged
mother who was unsure
about her future has now
evolved into a college
graduate who teaches
middle school in Pinellas
County,” said Alexander.
If you are concerned
you might be pregnant,
the center provides a
quality, early detection
pregnancy test free of
charge for women of any
age.
If you are pregnant
and need help, they offer
practical assistance (maternity and infant clothing, diapers, wipes, cribs,
food, formula, etc.), pregnancy and parenting support & education, as well
as referrals to other community resources.
Also, eligible women
who are not pregnant can
receive a referral for a
free well woman’s exam,
including labs and vaccine.
For more information
about the Next STEPP
Center, call (727) 8969119 or email the center
at info@nextstepp.org.
Walk-ins are welcomed.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Elder Peter Mishler, board chair of
Next STEPP Center

Rev. Dr. Rickey L. Houston, senior
pastor of Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922
INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

“Joy is the grace of GOD that
Hold on to your joy and for the
gives us amazing strength; HE
love that JESUS gives;
blesses our hearts to trust HIM so HE blesses all who are faithful and
we do not ever forget.
treasures hearts that forgive.
We thank GOD for HIS joy and
peace, that can not be replaced;
our joy will be even greater, when
we see HIM face to face.
Joy with gratitude for the season of the celebration of our Savior’s birth; remembering that
JESUS CHRIST made the ultimate
sacrifice to be with us here on this
earth.

The joy of the LORD blesses
our lives with strength to press
on; and keeps our hearts and
mind on JESUS, to whom we all
belong.
So hold on to your Joy and
keep JESUS in your heart; The
Love and Joy of Our Heavenly Father will never ever depart.”

“...For the joy of the LORD is
With Joy everlasting and the
your strength.”
strength to endure; this Christmas Nehemiah 8:10
let us remember that JESUS’
promises are sure.
AMEN
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Hark the herald, angels
sing, Glory to the new-born
King! Peace on earth, and
mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled!
We delved deeper into the
season of Christmas with the
Male Chorus rendering song
service on Sunday with songs
that remind us of the reason
for the season, Christmas Joy
Down in My Soul, Jesus, Oh
What a Wonderful Child and
Jesus the Light of the World’.
Pastor Brown continued the
reminder with the message ‘A
Blessing Worth the Wait’. The
scripture backdrop was
Matthew 1:16-18. He pointed
out that the closing of a sermon by many Baptist preachers refer to the forty and two
generations that Jesus descended from comes from
Matthew 1:17. Pastor Brown
suggested that during these
42 generations, the world was
waiting for something to happen, lifetimes in which the
world was waiting for a blessing. Forty-two generations
would pass before the promised child would come. But
God in his perfect way never
makes a promise he cannot
keep, and God promised as
early as Chapter 3 of Genesis
the good news of the Christ
child, but man had to wait
through those forty and two
generations for his arrival.
Pastor Brown gave us four
reasons why Christ was worth
the wait. Using Phil 1:6, 2:12
and 13 the first point of Why
was ‘This Blessing Brings
Great Profit to Our Lives.
Those profits include success
referring to God beginning a
good work in us and his performing it until the day of
Jesus Christ. Everyday God
gives us what we need to succeed, and we should therefore
be willing to wait for the bless-

Pastor’s Corner

ing that brings great profit to
our lives. The second point
used Phil 1:20-21 and Phil 3:8,
14, This Blessing Brings a
Great Prize to Our Lives with
the first prize being the relationship we have with Christ.
We may have many relationships in our lives but none of
them can compare to our relationship with Jesus who will always be with us. Every good
relationship has rewards and
Christ is our prize and when
we claim our prize, everything
Christ has made becomes our
reward. Phil 4:7 was the basis
for the third point, This Blessing Brings Great Peace to Our
Lives. This peace is not oneway peace. First, it’s peace
within and when there’s peace
within there can be peace
without. We can’t have outer
peace if we haven’t made inner
peace with God. When we are
in right relationship with God
it does not matter what the circumstances or situations, we
find ourselves in, God can give
us inner peace when there’s
no peace outside. When we
have peace with God, he’ll
make a way somehow. Finally,
the fourth point was based on
Phil 4:13 and 19, The Blessing
Brings Great Provisions to
Our Lives. Our greatest provisions are spiritual. When our
fellowship with God was broken, in the fulness of time,
Jesus came down through
forty and two generations. He
did not stay a baby but grew in
statute, in wisdom and died on
Calvary, but didn’t stay dead.
Three days later he got up
with all power in his hands. In
addition, God also handles our
physical needs. God wrote a
check to each of us not
payable in money but GRACE,
and in the memo line of why,
LOVE is written, and this
check is signed and author-

ized by JESUS. The world is
willing to wait on trivia things
but not on Jesus. If we’re willing to wait on the trivia and the
temporal, why not wait on the
eternal? The final word to us
from the sermon was: During
this Christmas season we
shouldn’t be looking under the
tree but look to the cross because the tree can’t do nothing
to help our lives, but this perfect Jesus who was crucified
on a tree so that we may have
the right to eternal life. Before
we open any gifts, we should
come to God’s house and present Him a gift (give God your
life, your worship, your praise,
and your witness). As always
there’s an open invitation for
you to join us on Sundays for
the full message.
Our Christmas Operation
Love for sick and shut-in members will be on December 16
with them being showered
with gifts, poinsettias and the
fellowship of church family
members who will share
prayers, songs and encouragement during this season of remembering the birth of our
Savior. This year’s Christmas
with the Community entitled
‘Legends, Lights and the
Legacy of Christmas’, will be
held on December 15 from
5:00 – 7:00 pm. This is a free
outdoor event of fun for the entire family.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Faith Memorial MBC
The Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church Family, under the leadership of Pastor Robert A Vinson, Jr., invites you to worship and fellowship with us to celebrate the
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on
December 15 for a Christmas Concert and
December 16 for a Christmas Celebration,
The Journey To Bethlehem: The Birth Of

Jesus, beginning each night at 6:00 p.m. on
the church’s property (Faithland, 1901 18th Avenue South, vacant lot between 19th
and 20th Streets.) Come and help us celebrate the birth of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, and worship Him in Spirit and
Truth.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Good or Very Good?
“Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto
the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endures forever.” Psalm 106:1
There was a physical manifestation of light
as evidenced by the scripture “and there was
light.” After the light manifested, God evaluated the light by seeing it and saying that “it
was good.” God follows this same pattern with
the water, the sky, the land, the animals and
the trees. At the close of each of the first five
days of creation, God evaluates his creation
and calls it good before God moves to the next
day and the next creation.
When God calls one of the creations good,
God is saying that it is fulfilling the purpose for
which it was created. When God calls creation

good, God is saying that the manifestation is
adequately reflecting the original vision that
God had in mind about it.
At the end of the sixth day, after God finished making man and woman, God calls
these creations something different. God calls
the man and the woman very good because
they met different criteria. Human beings are
more than just good because they are the only
creation that was made in the image and likeness of God. Human beings are different from
all other creations because we have higher
level thinking skills and the ability to make decisions. Let’s follow God’s example and have
criteria for evaluating our creations to determine whether they are good or very good.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our
hope that you will continue to
do so – as a member or a
friend of the Ship. Where,
with open hearts and arms,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First Lady
Teresa L. Evans, the Official
Family and Members stand
ready to make you most welcomed. Trusting that your
time spent with us will be a
life changing experience,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and should the
Lord lay it upon your heart to
become a part of our Church
Family as we are a body of
believers. Wednesday starts
with our Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by
“Wednesday in the Word”
(the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. Sundays,
Early Morning Worship
Service at 7:45 am, Church
Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at
9:30 am and finally our MidMorning Worship Service at
10:45 am. All will have the
opportunity to experience
the “It’s just nice to be nice”
church. Don’t sit out church,
God has Blessed us tremendously, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
For additional information on any of the announce-

ments, please contact us by
the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South,
St.
Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com Transportation is available - Call
the Church at (727) 906-8300
– Monday – Friday from 9:00
AM – 3:00 PM.
“NOEL NOEL NOEL”
Our Church Events: DECEMBER CALENDAR
Friday, December 14,
2018 at 7:00 pm
Annual Church Conference - All Members of the
Church are encouraged to attend this last church conference of 2018.
DECEMBER 16-30, 2018:
ANNUAL ADVENT VACATION FOR ALL MINISTRIES
AND
AUXILIARIES, TRUSTING
THAT YOU WILL TAKE
THIS TIME FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY.
Tuesday, December 18,
2018 at 7:00 pm, a Special
Call Meeting, The Elders,
Ministers, Deacons, Music
Ministry and Usher Ministries including the Youth

Ministry, please plan to attend.
Sunday, December 23,
2018 at 5:00 pm
“O Holy Night” A Family
Candlelight Service, Traditional Christmas Carols,
Dance, The Words of Christmas and Fellowship, presented on the Rogers Organ
– 940.
Fifth Sunday Schedule:
Sunday, December 30,
2018 at 8:00 am Sunday
Church School, 8:45 am
Morning Worship. Pastor is
asking the Sanctuary Choir
(which includes the Male
Chorus and all Teens, Adult
Women Dance Ministry) to
serve.
Brother Leonard
Tyson of Baltimore, Maryland with be our Guest Musician.
Monday, December 31,
2018 at 9:45 pm - Watch
Night 2018, the Annual
Watch Night Service, this
year we will feature our
anointed and amazing Sanctuary Choir under the direction of the Conductor, Dr.
Kevin B. Parrott, our Pastor
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., will
bring the Annual State of the
Choir Address and the
anointed Word.
Brother
Bobby Robinson is asking all
Laymen and men of the Ship
to assist with the parking,
your help is greatly appreciated. You don’t want to miss
Watch Night Service 2018.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Easy and Affordable
Home Improvement Loans
Are you putting off home repairs?
SELF Finances:
• A/C
• Roof
• Windows
• Solar
• And more!
Valentine’s old AC unit was nicknamed
“the beast” before it was replaced. “Our
AC just stopped working in the middle
of summer. SELF was our answer!”

Bad credit?
We can work
with that.
SELF is here
to help.
Get the home
repairs you
need at a price
you can afford.

Syliva’s family loves their
new wind- and water-resistant
roof installed by Spangler Roofing.

SELF is your
personal home
improvement
lender.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Call 727-315-3223 to learn more.
Call before December 5, and use the code CHALLENGER
and we’ll waive the loan application fee.

Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

